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YDSC’s chartering rules can be found in Article III of the YDSC bylaws. Chapter chairs should 
read these rules carefully to ensure nothing is lost when either chartering a new chapter, or 
rechartering at a State Convention. 
 
Section 1. Chartered Unit defined: “The fundamental unit of a Young Democrats chapter is the 
local Chapter, hereafter referred to as the Chartered Unit. There shall be no more than one 
Chartered Unit in each County except where exempted in Article 5, Section A of the 
Constitution…” 
 

● I.G., there can only be one Young Democrats chapter in each county. There are four 
exceptions to this rule: 

○ Chapters affiliated with CDSC (on college campuses) 
○ Chapters affiliated with SCHSD (in high schools) 
○ Any chapter affiliated with a future Law School Democrats organization 
○ A multi-county chapter, described below 

 
MULTI-COUNTY CHAPTERS 
 
Multi-county Chapters are allowed under the YDSC by-laws. “Members from adjoining, 
contiguous counties may form a single Chartered Unit.” [Art. III, Sec. 2] 

● There are limitations to this: No more than three counties may form a single Chartered 
Unit, and there must be at least one member from each county in its area of 
representation. 

● Every county in the chapter must be contiguous (share a border with) at least one other 
county in the chapter. 

● Multi-county chapters are still subject to annual chartering and all other chartering rules. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
No Chartered Unit will be recognized by the Convention without that chapter attaining five 
members, and those members electing a Chair.  
 
NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 
 



“No YDSC Chartered Unit shall discriminate on the basis of gender, race, ethnic origin, religion, 
disability, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.” [Art. III, Sec. 5] 
 
YDSC’s non-discrimination policy does not preclude prohibiting discrimination against any 
other status protected by YDA, SCDP, or DNC rules, or South Carolina or Federal law, except 
for our age-limit rules in Article 6 of the Constitution & Section 205(a) of the YDA charter. 
 
CHAPTER CERTIFICATION & MAINTENANCE 
 
Applications for charters, referred here as “chartering forms,” will be sent via Google Form to 
the Executive Board through the Secretary each year before a State Convention. Applications 
will then go before the Convention Committee for review; applications that pass will then go on 
the convention agenda. 
 
Chapters must have all of the following for their Charter to be complete: 

● A list of the Unit officers, including their names, voting addresses (required under state 
bylaws), email addresses, phone numbers, the dates of their elections, and dates of birth 
(required under YDA bylaws). 

● A list of the Unit members, including names, voting addresses (required by state bylaws), 
email addresses, phone numbers, and dates of birth (required under YDA bylaws) 

● A copy of the unit’s governing documents (constitution, bylaws) 
● A copy of the minutes from a recent meeting of the Unit (*this is a new requirement for 

2020*) 
● A completed verification form by the Unit’s Chair and the Chair or Executive Committee 

members of the County Democratic Party the Unit is in 
● A chartering fee, if the Council charges one. 

 
The preceding must be updated each year for the Unit’s charter to be maintained. 
 
RULES FOR THE 2020 STATE CONVENTION  
(subject to approval by the Executive Council) 

1. The Chartering Period will start immediately following the Executive Council meeting or 
conference call authorizing the State Convention. 

2. The Secretary and Outreach Director shall produce a chartering form for chapters to fill 
out. This form shall be consistent with Article III, Section 7 of the Bylaws. 

3. The chartering fee mentioned in Article III, Section 7 shall be zero dollars. 
4. The meeting minutes cannot be from a meeting prior to January 1, 2020. 
5. The chartering period will close ten (10) days prior to the Convention to allow the 

Convention Committee to identify the eligible voters. 


