
 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSTITUTION OF THE YOUNG 

DEMOCRATS OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

 

 

 
AS AMENDED AND ADOPTED BY THE  

STATE CONVENTION, AUGUST 8, 2020  



Preamble 1 

We, the young Democrats of the Palmetto State, in order to promote the democratic principles of 2 

our country, establish political activism through civic and social engagements; to create 3 

awareness with the hope of furthering the American values of citizenship and volunteerism; to 4 

affirm equality and justice for all South Carolinians; to hold elected officials accountable, and to 5 

publicly support coalitions and organizations of like intentions do hereby, by virtue of the 6 

promise of America and what South Carolina can achieve, affirm the creation of the Young 7 

Democrats of South Carolina.   8 

  9 

Article 1:   Name, Authority, Purpose, and Membership  10 

 11 

Section 1. Name: The official and incorporated name of this organization is and shall be known 12 

as the Young Democrats of South Carolina or YDSC.  13 

  14 

Section 2. Authority: The Young Democrats of South Carolina is the governing state body of all 15 

affiliated county, caucus, advocacy, and young voter democratic organizations.   Its power is 16 

derived from the Young Democrats of America.  17 

  18 

Section 3. Purpose: YDSC pledges to support the philosophy and purpose of the Democratic 19 

Party.   Furthermore, YDSC declares its intentions to support efforts to increase the participation 20 

of individuals and voters under the age of 40, in the Democratic Party affairs and practices. 21 

YDSC shall educate and train their members so that they may be better able to: (a) educate 22 

individuals and voters on the philosophy of the Democratic Party; (b) work with Democrats 23 

across the country to achieve the goals of the YDSC and the Democratic Party; and (c) work to 24 

bring more people into the political process.  25 

  26 

Section 4: Affiliation: The Young Democrats of South Carolina (YDSC) is the official youth 27 

voter outreach wing of the South Carolina Democratic Party (SCDP) and the official chapter of 28 

the Young Democrats of America in the state of South Carolina. 29 

  30 

Section 5: Mission Statement: We work aggressively to encourage voters under the age of 39 to 31 

actively participate in the Democratic process while educating young people on the core values 32 

and principles of the Democratic Party.  Our mission is to unite and educate the lives, minds, and 33 

practices of youth voters and serve collectively as the political youth voice in South Carolina. 34 

           35 

Section 6: Commitment: We are committed to growing voter turnout from ages 18-39, 36 

registering voters from ages 17-39 and ensuring the youth voice is heard on multiple platforms. 37 

We are also committed to general party development and youth involvement on the county and 38 

state levels.  39 

  40 



CONSTITUTION OF THE YOUNG DEMOCRATS OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

2 
 

Section 7. Membership: Individuals as young as 14 and under the age of 40 are eligible to join 41 

YDSC.   The body of the state organization will consist of established county chapters, at large 42 

membership and multi-county chapters. Further definition of membership guidelines can be 43 

found in Article 6 of this Constitution. 44 

 45 

Article 2: Executive Board Officers  46 

 47 

Section 1: The Executive Board officers of this organization shall consist of President,  48 

First Vice President, Second Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and two YDA National 49 

Committee Members. Appointed officers of YDSC shall serve as non-voting members of 50 

the Executive Board and voting members of the Executive Council: Data Director, 51 

Outreach Director, Communications Director, Chief of Staff and Parliamentarian. No 52 

elected Executive Board member shall accept election or hold position as a Chartered 53 

Chapter or Caucus chair, and any Appointed Officer (excluding deputies) who accepts 54 

election as a Chartered Chapter or Caucus chair shall resign said appointment.  55 

 56 

Section 2. Duties of the President: 57 

1. Attend and preside over the Executive Board and Council meetings. With the consent of 58 

the Executive Board and such appointed individuals, be responsible for determining such 59 

goals that will govern the direction of YDSC. 60 

2. Provide written quarterly reports to members of the Executive Board and Executive 61 

Council.  62 

3. Establish committees that will aid and/or implement such objectives and goals of YDSC 63 

and appoint appropriate chairs with the approval of the Executive Board and Council.  64 

4. Appoint ex-officio members of the Executive Board with the advice and consent of the 65 

Executive Board and Council. 66 

5. Serve as the official liaison between the South Carolina Democratic Party, South 67 

Carolina College Democrats, and any other organization when pursuing the interest of 68 

YDSC. 69 

6. Serve as a non-voting member of the South Carolina Democratic Party Executive 70 

Committee.  71 

7. Call and lead meetings of and report of the achievements of the Young Democrats of 72 

South Carolina. 73 

  74 

Section 3. Duties of the First Vice President: 75 

1. Attend all Executive Board and Council meetings and preside in the absence of the 76 

President. 77 

2. Assist the President in crafting and implementing the goals and objectives of YDSC.  78 

3. Oversee the fundraising efforts of the Treasurer and promote any assistance as deemed 79 

necessary by the Executive Board and Council.  80 
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4. Serve as the point of contact between the Caucus Chairs and the Executive Board. 81 

5. Work to establish officer (including caucus leader) training sessions and/or retreats to 82 

improve the functionality and communication of YDSC caucuses, and the Executive 83 

Board and Council in general. 84 

6. Perform all other tasks upon the request of the President and/or the Executive Board and 85 

Council.  86 

7. Organize political and social events that will promote the legislative agenda of YDSC, as 87 

related to the caucuses, with the consent of the Executive Board and Council. 88 

8. Shall serve as an ex-officio member of the Endorsements Committee. 89 

9. Partner with the Data Director to ensure all Chapter Chairs and Caucus Chairs have full 90 

training on YDSC databases to include but not limited to Votebuilder.  91 

  92 

Section 4. Duties of the Second Vice President: 93 

1. Attend all Executive Board and Council meetings and preside in the absence of the 94 

President and the First Vice President. 95 

2. Assist the President in crafting and implementing the goals and objectives of YDSC.  96 

3. Work to establish membership training sessions and/or retreats to improve the 97 

functionality and communication of local chapters 98 

4. Perform all other tasks upon the request of the President and/or the Executive Board and 99 

Council.   100 

5. Organize political and social events that will promote the legislative agenda of YDSC, as 101 

related to YDSC’s membership with the consent of the Executive Board and Council. 102 

6. Shall serve as an ex-officio member of the Platform Committee. 103 

7. Assist with the expansion of YDSC by reaching out to counties that currently do not have 104 

a chartered chapter and partnering with the Outreach Director to help establish additional 105 

county chapters.  106 

  107 

Section 5. Duties of the Secretary: 108 

1. Attend all Executive Board and Council meetings and post the minutes of each meeting 109 

within a week following the meeting. 110 

2. Electronically publish the minutes and presidential reports to all members of YDSC. 111 

3. Inform all members of the Executive Board and Council of meetings and events at least 112 

two weeks prior.  113 

4. Serve as the state elections officer by supervising elections of YDSC positions and 114 

tabulating results.  115 

5. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of an Executive Board member, the Secretary 116 

shall, in accordance with the outlined procedures pertaining to elections, declare the 117 

office vacant and immediately alert members of the nominating process. 118 

6. Assist the Data Director in maintaining the membership database. 119 

7. Assist the Outreach Director with the chartering of chapters. 120 
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8. Assist the President with the chartering of the Young Democrats of South Carolina to the 121 

Young Democrats of America.  122 

9. Will serve as the Supervisor of the Convention Committee and as an ex-officio member 123 

of the Convention Committee. 124 

 125 

Section 6. Duties of the Treasurer:  126 

1. Create a strategic plan that outlines fundraising objectives, areas of financial focus, and 127 

concepts of money saving methods with the funds available/raised from either the 128 

campaign or surpluses from the previous year. 129 

2. Develop and maintain a list of principal lobbyists and donors. 130 

3. Work with state corporations and businesses to generate revenue for the annual 131 

convention. 132 

4. Work with the SCDP to find means of financial support for specific programs or projects. 133 

5. Attend all Executive Board and Council meetings 134 

6. Assist Chapter and Caucus Treasurers with the following but not limited to: the process 135 

of establishing their financials, locating donors, setting up bank accounts, and generating 136 

revenue for their Chapter and Caucus.  137 

  138 

Section 7: YDA National Committee Members. The YDA National Committee Members shall 139 

not exceed the age of thirty-six (36) years old and must be at a minimum age of 18 years old.   140 

  141 

1. Under the Charter and By-Laws of the Young Democrats of America, state chartered 142 

units are represented on the National Committee by their duly elected President and two 143 

other officials. Stipulations attached to the other officials are that these members must be 144 

of two different gender identities. These individuals are known and will be referred to as 145 

the National Committee Members. In YDSC these offices shall be considered members 146 

of the Executive Board, elected separately by general election at the State Convention in 147 

the same year as the Executive Board. 148 

2. Duties of the National Committee Members: The National Committee Members shall: 149 

a. Make all reasonable efforts to attend all meetings of the Young Democrats of 150 

America and its Southeast Region, and, with the President, serve as South 151 

Carolina’s representatives to the YDA National Committee. 152 

b. Make reports to the Executive Council on all meetings of the YDA National 153 

Committee and the YDA Southeast Region. In turn, the National Committee 154 

Members are required to make reports to the Young Democrats of America and/or 155 

the Southeast Region for YDSC in the absence of the President. 156 

c. Represent YDSC to the South Carolina Democratic Party and affiliated 157 

Democratic Party groups in the absence of the President and/or either Vice 158 

President.  159 

d. Attend all meetings of the Executive Board and Council.  160 
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  161 

Section 8: Appointed Officers: The President shall, within forty-five (45) days of election, 162 

nominate the following: Data Director, Outreach Director, Communications Director, Chief of 163 

Staff, and Parliamentarian. They shall serve as non-voting members of the Executive Board and 164 

voting members of the Executive Council. These nominations must be approved by a two-thirds 165 

vote of the Executive Board and Council. Each of these director positions can have a Deputy 166 

Director or Deputy to assist in duties. Deputy Directors and Deputies are nominated by the 167 

YDSC President with advice of the appointed officer and approved by majority vote of the 168 

Executive Board. Deputies will serve as non-voting members of the Executive Council. 169 

  170 

1. Duties of the Data Director 171 

a. Responsible for the upkeep of the membership database. 172 

b. Maintain an up to date database with Votebuilder  173 

c. Identify, strategize, and compile information from the each of the seven (7) 174 

Congressional Districts and each of the forty-six (46) counties about young voters 175 

in South Carolina 176 

d. Ensure that all contact information from all events are uploaded into the 177 

appropriate databases.  178 

e. Gather contacts from regions, counties, universities and colleges and upload them 179 

into appropriate databases. 180 

f. Attend all Executive Board and Council Meetings.  181 

 182 

2. Duties of the Outreach Director  183 

a. Ensuring the assessment and collection of charter forms from all chapters by a 184 

determined date set forth by the Bylaws. 185 

b. Establishing a standard protocol of collecting contact information of all 186 

regional/university members, and to provide such materials to the 187 

regional/university secretaries to ensure an accurate process of reporting contact 188 

information. 189 

c. Identify potential members, volunteers and groups to be involved in the Young 190 

Democrats of South Carolina  191 

d. Attend all Executive Board and Council Meetings.  192 

e. Partner with the 2nd Vice President of YDSC to reach out to counties with no 193 

chartered YDSC chapter and help in the efforts of creating new chapters. 194 

 195 

3. Duties of the Communications Director 196 

a. Serve as the administrative manager by issuing all press materials and letters to 197 

the appropriate party, as deemed by the Executive Board and Council 198 

b. Actively promote the organization and its events. 199 
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c. Be responsible for creating all social media events at least one week prior to the 200 

event or activity 201 

d. Be responsible for website, Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram maintenance 202 

e. The Communications Director may appoint up to ten people with the approval of 203 

the YDSC President, from different chapters across the state to assist with these 204 

objectives.  205 

f. Attend all Executive Board and Council Meetings 206 

 207 

4. Duties of the Chief of Staff  208 

a. Attend all Executive Board and Council Meetings.  209 

b. The Chief of Staff shall be responsible for working with the Executive Council 210 

and appointed officers. The Chief of Staff shall be a liaison between the President 211 

and the appointed officers and shall ensure that those positions are completing 212 

tasks delegated to them. The Chief of Staff shall also be responsible for the 213 

completion of any tasks so delegated by the President. 214 

  215 

5. Duties of the Parliamentarian  216 

a. Attend all Executive Board and Council Meetings 217 

b. The Parliamentarian shall assist the Executive Board and Executive Council, its 218 

committees, Chartered Chapters, Caucuses, and its members in their compliance 219 

with this Constitution and Bylaws, the YDA Charter, and all other charters under 220 

which YDSC operates and will assist in drafting legislative proposals. The 221 

Parliamentarian shall also assist the Executive Council and its committees with 222 

respect to matters of parliamentary procedure. 223 

 224 

Article 3: Executive Council  225 

 226 

Section 1: Members of the Executive Council shall be the following: the Chairs of each Chapter, 227 

Division Chairs, Caucus Chairs, Chairs of YDSC Standing Committees, Appointed Officers, 228 

Deputy Chief of Staff, Deputy Directors, Deputy Parliamentarian, YDA Provisional Officers and 229 

Ex-officio Members; Executive Council members shall provide a check and balance to the 230 

executive board and provide counsel on matters germane to the section of membership to which 231 

they represent.  Sixty (60) days shall not pass without a meeting, in person or by teleconference, 232 

of the Executive Council. 233 

  234 

Section 2. Chapter Chairs. The leading executive position of each Chapter shall be known as the 235 

Chapter Chair. Chapter Chairs shall be elected by the members of each Chapter in a free, fair, 236 

and open election. In the absence of an established Chapter, the President may appoint a 237 

provisional Chair to organize in a specific County. Should it become necessary for the President 238 
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to install a provisional Chair, they may do so with a two-thirds majority of the Executive Board 239 

and Executive Council. 240 

1. The responsibilities of each Chapter Chair are as follows: 241 

a. The Chair of each Chapter must serve as the point of contact for the organization 242 

of the Chapter. 243 

b. The Chair of each Chapter will serve as a liaison between the Chapter, the County 244 

Democratic Party or Parties in the Chapter’s area of representation, and any local 245 

Democratic, young professional, or young adult organizations in the Chapter’s 246 

area of representation. 247 

c. The Chair of each Chapter shall identify strategies and solutions to retain and 248 

maintain current Chapter membership, solicit new membership, curb burnout and 249 

turnover, and isolate issues related to retention, recruitment, and the prevention of 250 

turnover and burnout. 251 

d. The Chair of each Chapter shall attend meetings of the Executive Council when 252 

they are called; and update the Executive Board and Executive Council each 253 

month with news of their Chapter’s events, activities, and membership. 254 

e. The Chair and Secretary of each Chapter are jointly responsible for completing 255 

the Chapter chartering process before every YDSC Convention. 256 

f. Provide local resources, and distribute any state resources, to aid in recruitment of 257 

members and campaign volunteers. 258 

g. The Chair of each Chapter shall serve as volunteer coordinator for special projects 259 

and any interest, electoral, or issue campaigns supported by the YDSC 260 

Convention or the Executive Board and Executive Council in joint session. 261 

h. Meet with the members of their Chapter each month and execute YDSC policies 262 

and practices, and other assigned tasks by the President and/or the Executive 263 

Board. 264 

  265 

Section 3: Division Chairs: Divisions of YDSC are formulated to mobilize. An elected President 266 

or Chair of each division will hold statewide office. This officer will sit on Executive Council 267 

and is charged with organizing, mobilizing, and leading their respective division. 268 

  269 

1. South Carolina Democratic Party 3rd Vice Chair: The 3rd Vice Chair of SCDP is a person 270 

elected by delegates to the SCDP Convention and is under the age of 36. The person will 271 

serve as an ex-officio member of the YDSC Executive Council. 272 

2. College Democrats of South Carolina: The College Democrats of South Carolina, or 273 

CDSC, consists of all formally organized college and young democrats’ units on college 274 

or university campuses within the State of South Carolina. CDSC chapter and local 275 

chapters register and charter with the College Democrats of America and operate 276 

accordingly. They maintain their autonomy and have voted to form and organize under 277 

the YDSC umbrella. 278 
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3. South Carolina High School Democrats: The South Carolina High School Democrats will 279 

be units organized and activated in high schools and preparatory schools throughout 280 

South Carolina. The SCHSD are organized under the High School Democrats of 281 

America. 282 

4. Law School Democrats of America: Law School Democrats of America maintain their 283 

autonomy. They will form membership on the campuses of Law Schools within the state 284 

of South Carolina and officially charter with the Law School Democrats of America.  285 

 286 

Section 4: Caucus Chairs. The Young Democrats of South Carolina shall establish affinity 287 

groups, or Caucuses. Membership of YDSC Caucuses is open to those whom are members of 288 

YDSC Individual County Chapters or Multi-County Chapters. At-Large members of YDSC are 289 

welcome to join YDSC Caucuses as non-voting members. 290 

 291 

1. Caucuses of YDSC shall charter with YDSC in even numbered years. Caucuses wanting 292 

to charter to be part of YDSC must submit everything as lined out by the Caucus Charter 293 

Application, which is approved by the YDSC Rules Committee and Executive Board and 294 

Council every two years. Chartering will consist of submitting the following documents: 295 

a. Caucus Chartering Application as approved by YDSC Rules Committee and 296 

Executive Board and Council 297 

b. Caucus Bylaws, Constitution and/or Standing Rules 298 

c. Caucus Officer List and Membership List 299 

d. Caucus Strategic Plan for two years 300 

e. Caucus Contact information 301 

2. Duties of Caucuses. The Caucuses shall: 302 

a. Make all reasonable efforts to advocate for issues facing their constituency.   303 

b. Advocating for specific issues related to that community 304 

c. Bringing interested persons from that community into the YDSC banner. These 305 

affinity groups are hereby referred to as Caucuses. 306 

3. Duties of the Caucus Chairs:  307 

a. Update the Executive Board and Council will all events, activities and 308 

membership of the caucus.   309 

b. Strategize about different ways to advocate for issues facing their constituency.   310 

c. Attend all Executive Board and Council Meetings and serve as a voting member 311 

of the Executive Council. 312 

4. Development of New Caucuses 313 

a. For a Caucus to be approved as a provisional caucus, any prospective Caucus 314 

shall have no less than seven (7) members in good standing, present to the 315 

Executive Board and Council, and be approved by majority vote by the same 316 

body. 317 
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b. New Caucuses will be considered provisional caucuses after approval of the 318 

Executive Board and Council.  319 

c. New Caucuses must go through the Caucus Chartering process to be classified as 320 

an active Caucus of YDSC. 321 

  322 

Section 5: Standing Committee Chairs: The President shall, within forty-five (45) days of 323 

election, appoint Chairs of Standing Committees of YDSC (Rules Committee, Endorsements 324 

Committee and Platform Committee). These nominations must be approved by a two-thirds vote 325 

of the Executive Board and Council. Duties and descriptions of the YDSC Standing Committees 326 

and Chairs can be found in Article 5 of this Constitution.  327 

 328 

Section 6. YDA National and Regional Affiliation: Officers, Active, and General Members of the 329 

Young Democrats of South Carolina are encouraged to work within the institution and support 330 

the efforts of the Young Democrats of America. 331 

  332 

1. Membership in YDSC allows for participation in/on the Young Democrats of 333 

America caucuses, committees, and officer ships.  334 

2. Officers and Active Members of YDSC may serve in regional and or national 335 

capacities of/for YDA while serving YDSC, unless the provisions of the office 336 

outlined in the regional and national charter and by-laws disprove such actions. 337 

3. Members of the YDSC that hold regional and or national offices within YDA or 338 

the DNC, via default are ex-officio officers of the Executive Council. 339 

  340 

Section 7:  YDSC Alumni Network: YDSC will provide and encourage active and passive 341 

participation of the ‘young at heart’ and former members of YDSC and/or its chapters.  342 

 343 

1. The Alumni Network shall be governed by an Alumni Board. The Alumni Board 344 

shall consist of 7 former YDSC Alumni for their financial and strategic advice to 345 

the organization. This board shall also seek to bring together current and past 346 

members of the organization. Board members will be approved by the President 347 

and are to be confirmed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Executive Board and 348 

Council. Its Chair shall likewise be appointed by the President as an ex officio 349 

member and confirmed by a two-thirds vote of the Executive Council. 350 

 351 

Article 4: State Convention  352 

  353 

Section 1. The formal YDSC convention will be held annually. Elections will be held on even 354 

numbered years. The state convention will serve the following purposes: (a) elect officers, (b) 355 

provide education, enrichment, and training opportunities, (c) hold formal business session to 356 

amend charter and by-laws, grant and revoke charters, and vote on various business-related 357 
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matters. The State Convention will be governed and organized by the YDSC Convention 358 

Committee. 359 

  360 

Section 2: Convention Committee: Convention Committee shall meet prior to any state 361 

convention and certify the list of chartered chapters, the number of votes allocated to each 362 

chartered unit, and the duly authorized delegates. The President shall appoint   at least nine (9) 363 

active YDSC members to the Convention Committee, with total voting members of the 364 

committee remaining at an odd number. Members of this committee must come from chartered 365 

chapters of YDSC and no more than two members of the committee may be from the same 366 

chartered chapter.  The Committee shall have no more than two members who serve as members 367 

of the YDSC Executive Board and Council, excluding the YDSC Secretary. These appointments 368 

are to be confirmed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Executive Board and Council. The 369 

Convention Committee shall be charged with all matters involving the annual YDSC State 370 

Convention to include but not limited to: site selection, election rules, temporary convention 371 

rules, convention chartering rules, convention programming, training, theme, awards, etc. The 372 

committee shall be charged with electing a Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary.  373 

 374 

Section 3: Annual Convention Awards: YDSC will award individuals in the following categories 375 

for their outstanding achievements and contributions to or for Young Democrats in South 376 

Carolina. 377 

 378 

1. Annual Awards 379 

a. Don Fowler Lifetime Achievement Award: Given to a person who has presented 380 

exceptional achievement and contributions to the Democratic Party in South 381 

Carolina and in the National Democratic Party.   382 

b. Palmetto Crescent Hall of Fame: This award recognizes those persons whose 383 

contributions to the Democratic Party and service to the Young Democrats of 384 

South Carolina have been significant, substantial and long-standing. 385 

c. Joseph Neal Elected Official Of the Year: Honors an elected official in South 386 

Carolina of any level. Honoring an elected official that has put in countless hours 387 

of work in South Carolina for the Democratic Party.  388 

d. President’s Award for Advocacy: Given to a person who exemplified the action of 389 

advocacy in South Carolina. Person who is an advocate for Democratic Party 390 

values.  391 

e. YDSC Chapter of the Year: Given to the chapter that has gone above and beyond 392 

the call of duty by activating current membership; recruiting new members; and 393 

increasing civic engagement in the county(s) they represent.   394 

f. YDSC Caucus of the Year: Given to the caucus that has gone above and beyond 395 

the call of duty by activating current caucus membership; recruiting new 396 
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members; and increasing civic engagement of the caucus issue or constituency 397 

they represent.   398 

g. YDSC Member of the Year: Given to a person who has presented exceptional 399 

achievement and contributions to the work of their chapter. 400 

 401 

2. Awards Procedure: Each award will be open for nominations by the full membership of 402 

YDSC. The Convention Committee will submit the top three nominees of each category 403 

to the Executive Board and Executive Council. Nomination submission will include: a 404 

brief biography of the nominee and a statement of recommendation. The Executive Board 405 

and Executive Council will review the Convention Committee’s slate of nominations and 406 

vote on recipients for each award. Award recipients will be determined by the majority 407 

vote of the Executive Board and Executive Council. Each award will be presented at the 408 

YDSC Convention. 409 

 410 

Article 5: Structure 411 

 412 

Section 1. Structure. The Structure of YDSC shall consist of the Executive Board, Executive 413 

Council, Caucuses, Chapters, At-large members, Honorary Members, and Standing Committees. 414 

For a member to be part of any part of YDSC Structure they must be a member of their 415 

respective county chapter. See Article 6 for further explanations.  416 

 417 

Section 2: Standing Committees Structure and Responsibilities  418 

1. Standing Committees Defined: YDSC shall establish the following committees, which 419 

shall operate at all times: 420 

a. Endorsements Committee 421 

i. Use the YDA, SCDP, and YDSC platforms to create a fair process by 422 

which Chartered Units, Caucuses, the Executive Board, the Executive 423 

Council, and/or the State Convention may issue endorsements of 424 

candidates or issues. 425 

ii. Conduct the Endorsement process as outlined by the committee and 426 

approved by the YDSC Executive Board and Council.  427 

iii. The First-Vice President shall serve as an ex-officio member of the 428 

Endorsements Committee. 429 

b. Rules Committee 430 

i. Charged with reviewing all proposed amendments to this Constitution and 431 

Bylaws before they are voted on by the State Convention 432 

ii. Charged with receiving all chapter chartering packets of chapters before 433 

they are voted on by the State Convention or approved by the Executive 434 

Board and Council.  435 
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iii. Responsible for the creation of the Caucus Chartering application and 436 

process. Charged with receiving and approving all Caucus Chartering 437 

packets before they are voted on by the State Convention or approved by 438 

the Executive Board and Council.  439 

iv. The Rules committee has the authority to send Chapter and Caucus 440 

Charter packets back to request edits, adjustments and error corrects.  441 

v. Chapter Charters and Caucus Charters that are approved by the Rules 442 

Committee may be sent to the Executive Board and Council for approval 443 

if it is more than sixty (60) days out from the annual YDSC Convention.  444 

vi. The YDSC Secretary shall serve as an ex-officio member of the Rules 445 

Committee.  446 

c. Platform Committee 447 

i. This Committee is expressly charged with proposing the official Young 448 

Democrats of South Carolina Platform and any Resolutions to be voted on 449 

at the State Convention.  450 

ii. Review any change in policy or program that does not fall under the 451 

jurisdiction of any other standing committee.  452 

iii. No platform position or resolution shall be taken by YDSC that is not 453 

voted favorably on by this committee.  454 

iv. The Second-Vice President shall serve as an ex-officio member of the 455 

Platform Committee. 456 

2. Standing Committees Composition  457 

a. Each Chartered Chapter and Caucus shall elect one (1) member that is not an 458 

YDSC Executive Board or State Appointed Officer to each standing committee.  459 

b. No member shall serve on more than two (2) standing committees.  460 

c. Caucuses shall not elect a member to a standing committee that is an YDSC 461 

Executive Board member or State Appointed Official or has been elected to a 462 

Standing Committee by a Chartered Chapter.  463 

d. The President shall nominate Chairs to each Standing Committee from the 464 

members of that Committee with a two-thirds approval of the Executive Board 465 

and Council. These chairs shall not already be members of the Executive Council. 466 

These Chairs become voting members of the Executive Council upon 467 

confirmation and represent their chapter to the committee. 468 

e. Each standing committee will duly elect a Vice Chair and Secretary. If the chair 469 

position becomes vacant, it shall be filled by the YDSC President with approval 470 

of the Executive Board and Council.  471 

f. Ninety (90) days shall not pass without a meeting, physically or by 472 

teleconference, of these Standing Committees. 473 

g. Should a YDSC Member be elected to the YDA National Committee by election 474 

as a member of the YDA Board of Directors, as YDA Southeast Region Director, 475 
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or as a YDA Caucus Chair, the President is empowered to assign that officer to a 476 

state Standing Committee as an ex officio member as the President sees fit. 477 

 478 

Section 3: The fundamental unit of a Young Democrats chapter is the local chapter. There shall 479 

be no more than one Chapter in each county. Further requirements for Chapters are in Article III 480 

of the By-Laws. 481 

 482 

Article 6: Membership  483 

 484 

Section 1. General Provisions: South Carolina residents as young as fourteen (14) years but 485 

under the age of forty (40) years old are eligible to become members of YDSC.  The body of the 486 

state organization will consist of established county chapters, at-large membership, and multi-487 

county chapters. County and multi-county Chapters have the authority to define active 488 

membership for their chapter, given that it does not conflict with this constitution. Chapters shall 489 

maintain an active membership list within the chapter and shall send updated lists to the 490 

Secretary and Outreach Director upon request. Members shall be part of the county chapter 491 

represented in the county they reside in and/or are registered to vote. At-Large membership is 492 

reserved for those who live in a county with no active or provisional chapter, or are out of the 493 

state for certain reasons, defined below. 494 

 495 

Section 2. Active Membership. Those wishing to seek or seeking office in the Executive Board or 496 

Council and or hold any position on the Executive Board or Council must be active members. 497 

Only active members are able to serve, participate, and vote in the affairs of the YDSC State 498 

Convention, the Executive Board, the Executive Council, or any chartered unit. An active 499 

member is a current resident of South Carolina that self-identifies with the goals, values, and 500 

beliefs of the Democratic Party who has registered with a chartered unit as a member, 501 

participates in YDSC, YDSC caucus, YDA, and/or local chapter events and meetings on a 502 

regular basis.  This basis shall be defined by the Executive Council. 503 

 504 

Section 3: Honorary Membership: Honorary membership can be offered to those over the age of 505 

40. Names of Honorary Members will be submitted to the YDSC Secretary and Outreach 506 

Director. Honorary Members do not hold votes in business matters of YDSC to include chapter 507 

business, caucus business and state convention. 508 

 509 

Section 4: National Membership: Members of a YDSC chapter or caucus who have not exceeded 510 

their thirty-sixth (36th) birthday per Section 205(a) of the YDA Charter shall be deemed 511 

members of the Young Democrats of America in addition to being a YDSC member. National 512 

Members are allowed to serve as YDA delegates; run for YDA, Southeast Region, and National 513 

Caucus offices; vote in matters of National Caucuses; serve on the YDA National Committee 514 

and/or hold proxies and run for YDSC Executive Board offices. 515 
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  516 

Section 5: State Membership: Members of a YDSC chapter or caucus that have exceeded their 517 

thirty-sixth (36th) birthday but have not exceeded their fortieth (40th) birthday shall be deemed 518 

members of the Young Democrats of South Carolina under this section. State Members may not 519 

serve as YDA delegates; run for YDA, Southeast Region, or National Caucus offices; may not 520 

vote in meetings of National Caucuses; may not serve on the YDA National Committee and/or 521 

hold proxies, nor run for any YDSC Executive Board office. State members who have 522 

distinguished themselves as YDSC Members and have made significant contributions to YDSC, 523 

YDA, and/or SCDP shall be nominated for honorary YDA membership, also known as “Young 524 

Democrats for Life.” Such members will be allowed floor privileges at YDA meetings but will 525 

not be allowed to vote at these meetings. State members are allowed all other privileges and 526 

responsibilities of YDSC and YDSC chartered unit members. 527 

  528 

Section 6: At-Large Membership. Interested persons will be extended At-Large Membership in 529 

YDSC if and only if: 530 

1. A unit or club is not established in their county of residence or 531 

2. If they are serving in a capacity or fulfilling a purpose that has taken them outside 532 

of the state of South Carolina.  This includes service in the U.S. Armed Services, 533 

employment and/or internship, medical related leave, and/or safety related 534 

complications.  535 

3. At-Large members do not hold a provision to vote in business of a chapter, YDSC 536 

Caucuses, YDSC committees, the State Convention, the Executive Board, or the 537 

Executive Council. 538 

 539 

Article 7: Parliamentary Authority 540 

 541 

Section 1. Governing Documents: The YDSC will be governed by its Constitution and By-Laws.  542 

  543 

Section 2. Robert’s Rules of Order: The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules 544 

of Order Newly Revised shall govern the YDSC in all cases to which they are applicable and in 545 

which they are not inconsistent with these Constitution, bylaws, executive policies, and any 546 

special rules of order the YDSC may adopt.  547 

  548 

Section 3. Precedent: In the event that a ruling must be made without provision in the 549 

Constitution, By-Laws, or Robert’s Rules of Order, the chair may refer to precedent set forth by 550 

former chairs of the organization.  551 

  552 

Section 4: Quorum. Quorum shall exist at any meeting with 50% plus 1 of the said body. Passage 553 

of any business must have a vote of 50% plus 1 of those in attendance of the meeting or by 554 

proxy.  555 
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  556 

Section 5: Proxy: Neither the Convention, the General Body, the Executive Board and Council, 557 

nor Chartered Chapters or Caucuses of the Young Democrats of South Carolina shall exercise 558 

proxy voting. 559 

 560 

Article 8. Removal of Officers 561 

 562 

Section 1: Members of the Executive Board and Executive Council be removed from office 563 

under the following provisions: 564 

1. Any member of the Executive Board or Council may make a written request to the 565 

Executive Board for a hearing to remove an officer.  566 

2. The written request must be made to the Executive Board of the Young Democrats of 567 

South Carolina.  568 

3. The Secretary must first contact the accused officer and give the accused five (5) days to 569 

respond. The accused officer will have five (5) respond to said charges. The Secretary 570 

will notify the Executive Board and Council of the complaint and the response to see if a 571 

hearing is needed. A Conference Call will be held to determine if a hearing is needed to 572 

remove an officer.  573 

4. In the event that the accused is the Secretary of the Young Democrats of South Carolina, 574 

the President shall follow steps outlined in Article 8, Section 1, Subsection 3.  575 

5. Executive Board and Council may, after giving notice of intent to remove to an offending 576 

officer, remove an appointed or elected officer for cause.  577 

6. Causes for removal shall include:   578 

a. Failure to comply with the duties outlined in the Constitution of the Young 579 

Democrats of South Carolina,  580 

b. Acting in a manner unbecoming of an officer of the Young Democrats of South 581 

Carolina, or 582 

c. Failure to attend and/or participate in an excessive amount of activities or 583 

meetings held by the Young Democrats of South Carolina 584 

7. Notice shall be given to the offending officer by certified mail at least ten (10) days prior 585 

to the hearing 586 

a. The Executive Board and Council shall be notified at least ten (10) days prior to 587 

the hearing by way of normal notification processes.  588 

8. Procedure for removal of an officer 589 

a. At the hearing the Executive Board and Council shall meet to determine whether 590 

or not to remove the officer. 591 

b. The accused officer may represent themselves or be represented by a member in 592 

good standing with the Young Democrats of South Carolina. 593 

c. The accused officer, or representative of the officer, will have the ability to speak 594 

on their behalf and present evidence at the hearing.  595 
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d. A two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present of the Executive Board and Council shall 596 

be necessary to remove any officer from office. 597 

 598 

Article 9: Ratification 599 

 600 

Section I. Process: Upon the approval of at least 2/3 of the membership of the current YDSC 601 

body at a state convention, this constitution shall become the supreme governing document of 602 

the state unit and all other chapters that fall exist within its jurisdiction. 603 

 604 

Article 10: Constitutional Amendments 605 

Section I. Procedures: This Constitution may be amended by any active member of the YDSC. 606 

All Constitutional Amendments will be approved if passed by a 2/3 vote at the state convention.   607 

 608 

END 609 


